PLEASURES AND SPIES

Senior Inspector of the Paris Gendarmerie to go there, and
to organise the police service.

I want these princes to be received without public
ceremonial, but decently and attentively. You must do all
you can to keep them amused. If there is a theatre at Valen-
cay, and you could arrange for some actors to come there,
it  wouldn't   be a bad idea. Then you could get Mme
Talleyrand to come, with four or five other women. If the
Prince of the Asturias were to form an attachment to some
good-looking woman, whom one could depend upon, so
much the better: it would give us an additional means of
watching him; and I am particularly anxious that he should
commit no political indiscretions: that is why I want him to
be occupied and amused. If I were vindictive I should shut
him up at Bitche, or in a fortress of some kind. But as he has
thrown himself on my mercy, and promised to do nothing
without my orders, and as everything in Spain is going well,
I have decided to send him to this country place, and to
surround him with pleasures and spies. The arrangement
need only last during May and a part of June: by that time
the situation in Spain will have declared itself, and I shall
be able to tell what to do. Your own part in the business is
honourable enough. To entertain and amuse three illustrious
personages is thoroughly in character with your nation and
with your rank. Eight or ten days spent in their company
will acquaint you with their thoughts, and help me to
decide what I ought to do. ...

[LECESTRE, i, 278.]
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SHIP-BUILDING

TO REAR-ADMIRAL DECRES, MINISTER OF MARINE

BAYONNE, May 22, 1808.

I HAVE received your letter of the i8th, referring to the
Spanish-American expedition. The Spaniards are despatch-
ing from Cadiz every ship they can. If the French took the
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